2,£hfiJLt Phonological Sketch 

Me 'en has twenty-five consonant phonemes and seven vowel 
phonemes. 



2.1 Cgnggnante 



p t c k (?) 
b d j g 
t' c' k' 

b d 

s ^ h 
z 

m n p 
r 
1 



The bilabial voiceless stop is in alternation with the 
voiceless labiodental fricative and the voiceless bilabial fric- 
ative, e.g. [poso] ^ ffoso] /v [^so] 'hunger'. 

The status of the glottal stop is still unclear. It appears 
mainly at the ends of words, e.g. [amda?] 'grain' and intervocally , 
e.g. [du'yut] 'seed'. 

The voiceless set of stops has slightly aspirated variants 
word-finally: [kiinot^i] 'cabbage', [muukh] 'all'. 

The three palatal stops are affricated. 

The voiced stops and affricates are neutralized to their 
voiceless counterparts word-finally, thus /wud/ 'clean' is real- 
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